Why Not Me by Sudha Bhuchar, written for the Covid and Me — Vaccine Monologues — Punjabi version
(Theatre of Debate/NIHR/Leeds University).

Why not me?- Sequel to ‘Crossing the line’

Varsha (mid-fifties, working class Punjabi. Varsha and her husband are
both recovering from Covid. Their son Rohan is in his early twenties)
Varsha

Meri Saheli Beryl bilkul farishta hai. Pehlon NHS valeyan nun khana banddi si,
(meri daal ohna nun bahut pasand aayi), Hun ladies nun mask banaun layi katha
kar rahi hai, bechan layi, NHS charity vaastay. Main aapnay putar, Rohan nun
kaya,

‘ Beta upar loft vichon meri Singer nu kad kay lyaa. NHS nain teray daddy tay
menu bachaya. Hun saadi baari hai NHS di madad karan layi’

Loki market ton bacha kucha kapda dinday nai. (displaying her masks) -eh
African ‘kitenge’ vala main apnay layi rakh laya- mainu yaad dilanda aai ki
Uganda vich saaday kurtay hunday si aidan day print vich. Ay titlian vala maiu
sabton pasand hai. Main apnay husband nu kya,

‘Bahr nikalkay vek; ‘painted ladies’ Phulan de vich kidaan nach rayina hai! bahut
door safar karkay aayina ai. Saaday vangan. Asia toh laykay, Africa day sehra
paar karkay aithay uddkay paunchian nay’.

Oonu titlian da koi shauk nahin hai. TV day screen day saamnay aakhan jamiyan
rahendian hai ‘Breaking news’. Hun oonu dar hai ki corona da doosra wave mulk
vich phel raya hai. My kya,

‘Rab da shukar hai ki aasi pahlay wave ton bach gayay. Beryl kaidi ay ki hun
saanu thora jeena chahida hai, ‘live a little!

Kahinda, ‘Jay oo tahnu pahadh ton chalang maranlayi kayegi, oy vi tu karan nun
tyaar hai?’

Beryl da putar ‘fresher’ hai university. Pahlayi haftay, pooray lockdown vich
phas gaya. Takreeban saray ‘hall of residence’ da covid test positive aaya, Oh
tan kahindi,

‘Youth is on their side’. Phikar di koi gal nahin hai.

Beryl tay ohda husband ‘date’ nights manaunday nai. Oh lamb couscous
pakanda ai tay dono mian bibi baithday ‘box set” vaykhday ai! Oh ‘wild
swimming’ jaa rahay nain, naalay pura Great Wall of China paidal chal chukay
hai, London choday baghair. Mainu dakha rahi si aapnay ‘fit bit” tay.
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Rohan saanu kahinda kay, Goorayan da attitude changa hai. Ki asi desi lokan kol
‘Asian fear of living thing’ hai.

Main jeen ton nahin dardi (or jeena nahin dardi), par mera jeevan saathi, maut
ton darda hai.

Kambal day neechay laytya rahenda hai, sofay tay. Thakya rahenda ai- upar
bathroom tak seedian chad kay, sah lag janda hai. Saadi GP, Gujarati hai Uganda
ton, kahendi ki ‘long covid’ ho sakda hai. Oopron hor bhi tan mushkalan
batherian hai- diabetes, heart, BP.

Saanu dona nu virus iko varii hoya ai par kyonki main Principle trial tay register
sigi, Rohan kahenda kay ‘mum you lucked out’. Meray symptoms jivain halka
jya flu (main hamesha flu da teeka jarur lagvandi aan), naalay oona nai mainu
koi navin dava vi diti si. Tin haftayan vich main tan theek hogai.

Main sochaya ki aasi daudh jeet gayay par oh siraf pahla round nikalya.

Rohan ‘remote working’ naalay upar rahn ton tang aa gaya ai. Kahenda ki phone
tay Duolingo kar raya ai, French sikhan layi. Therese nun diamond league vich
‘smash’ karna chaunda hai. ‘Ping’ ‘Ping di aavaz nahin aa rahi tan mainu pata
lagaya ki chupkay flat vekh rayah ai.

Jadon main zoom tay surya namskaar kar rahi si, oh khus phus kar raya si Estate
Agentan day naal.

Main sver day tin bajay tain mask seendi aa naalay kali Rohan day Ipad tay ‘box
set’ dekhdi aan. Puranay programme ‘kyonki saas bhi kabhu bahu thi’- Hun sas
bankay aapni bahu da jeena haram kar dindi hai. My Rohan nu kya,

‘Main Punjabi kudhi dhoondan teray vaastay- tun zoom tay ohday naal milkay
date kar sakda ain’.

‘I don’t want to date on zoom mum, but to meet people in the flesh. And she
might not be Punjabi’

Main kya ‘Gori hovay, koi farak nahin saanu. Par vaccine da intazar kar, pher tun
saaday aashirwaad naal jaa azad rah’.

Mainu pata ai ki main bahut achi naram sas banangi.
Rohan kahenda vaccine layi halay ‘goal post’ badalda rahenda ai.

‘I'll never be 23 again and I'll have wasted my youth in your attic!’
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‘Aasi kitay ban kay tenu kaidi rakhya?’

Oonu Gabriel da bulava aaya, Bournemouth jaan vaastay. Koi air b and b vich
dost mitr jaa rahay si. Gabriel ‘eco warrior’ haiga aa. Beach ton dusrayan da
kuda uthanda ai. Main kya,

‘Jaa putar. Thoray din samundar ki hava kha hay aa.’
Kahinda, ‘Mum, they don’t think Covid is serious’.

Ki gorrment javaana di aazadi band karna chauday ai. Yah vaday pharma
companian daulat vadana chahday aa.

‘They think if they all get infected, it will help herd immunity’. Main kya,

‘Aapnay daddy da video khichkay aapnay Instagram tay post kar. Dakha ohna
nun kina serious hai’

Oh din phul gayah nai jadon aynay loki ventilator tay dikhaunday si news tay.
Ehnay lokian di maut hoi. Saday aapnay.

Oh nahin gaya Bournemouth. Syaana munda hai. Saadi raksha da sochda hai.
Kahinda ki saaday antibodies tan haigay ai par koi haunsla nahin ai ki pherti na
hovay corona. Naalay oday daddy diyan kinian co morbidities vi tan chaldian
nay.

Aaj Rohan kahinda ki oh vaccine di register tay naam likh rya hai.
‘Asians aren’t volunteering, and they need that data’

Kahinda ki asi phasay ravangay jad tain vaccine na milay, jo sarayan layi theek
hovay.

Main kya, ‘Jinan kol hor bachay hai, oona nun volunteer karan day. Tun kyon
hath ucha kita? Mera iklauta bacha’

‘Why not me? You went on a trial’
‘Han, par main bimaar sigi tan jivain tun kahinda ai, It was ‘no brainer”

‘Mum we’re over-represented in illness and under-represented in research.
They want people all ages. Even with pre-conditions’
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Taurus hai. Horoscope vich likhya ai ki dhith tay, dark horse. Ahista chalan vala
par jida damaag phat a phat chalda ai.

Han pher, Why Not Him?

Hun oonu pahla dose milega. Pher phone tay app download karna pay ga. Har
thoray din baad data pharna pay ga. Chauvis ghantay di helpline ai naalay ik
saal layi monitor karangay.

Kahinda ki jadon marzi chahay, oh aapna phaisla badal sakda ai.
Main puchaya,

‘Oh kidan sochday hai ki unpadh desi, jinanu Angrezi tak nahin aundi, volunteer
karangay?’

‘Exactly mum. Research needs to shake it up. Cut out the red tape and include
them’

Jivain sada aam bechan vala aadmi. Ohnay Whatsapp tay post kita ki sarayan
nun zabardasti vaccine deyn gai tay saryan nu Corona ho jayega.

‘Tell him it’s not a ‘live’ vaccine mum, and won’t be mandated’
Lai. Aynay vaday vaday lafz jaunda ai. Aasi ki javab dayiye.

‘And don’t let dad eat too many mangos when I'm gone!’

Rohan nun acha flat mil gaya hai. Dariya day samnay. Kahinda ki kutch vi karan
to pehlan ‘risk/benefit’ ratio dekhayga.

Main thoray tupperware vich daal phar diti ay. Freeze kar sakda ay. Nayin ta
mahenga mahenga pasta banayega. Ottolenghi di kitab ton!

Ohnay saaday layi ‘fit bit’s khariday ai. Kahinda, ‘You and dad have to count your
steps’

Jadon main javaan si, main mount Kilimanjaro chadhna chaundi si.



